
Assalam Alaikom dear brothers and sisters, 

and Ramadan Mubarak. 

It is my pleasure to write to you in this issue 

of our newsletter òFAMSY Vic Focusó.  

In the last few months we have witnessed 

some activities and events here and there for 

both brothers and sisters.  

Weõve also witnessed some interesting turns 

of events and structures. I will not go into too 

much detail as I am sure the newsletter will 

cover it all. 

However, I believe that it is important that I 

shed some light on some major activities and 

special incidents.  

One of the advancements weõve witnessed is 

the launch of the second batch of participants 

in the Believe-Achieve-Inspire Leadership Pro-

gram (BAILP).  

We pride ourselves in finding that this yearõs 

participants are from quite different back-

grounds and wide positions within the com-

munity.  

I hope they benefit from this course and utilise 

it to improve their leadership skills. 

On another trend the Victorian FAMSY Shura 

has witnessed a major change.  

We have sadly accepted the resignation of 

two of our members due to their relocation 

from Melbourne to Sydney.  

Br.Basel Ayoub, the gracious secretary, and 

Sr.Dalya Ayoub, the energetic sistersõ coordi-

nator, have been of great assistance in our 

Dawa in FAMSY and have been a blessing 

from Allah to the organisation.  

I ask Allah that they continue to spread this 

Dawah in Sydney and wherever they step 

foot. 

As a result of that, we have added Br.Raihan 

Nawawi, a fresh and intellectual teacher at 

Minaret College, and Sr.Fatoum  Souki, a suc-

cessful young lawyer, to replace the former 

members. 

We are looking forward to the advancement 

they will bring to the organisation and looking 

forward to their contribution as we expect 

nothing but their best inshaAllah.  

I want to thank all active committee and ha-

laqa members for their efforts in participation 

in their dawa.  

Finally, I would like to share with you that 

FAMSY at the moment is undergoing national 

and Victorian changes in strategy and struc-

ture.  

I ask Allah that he guides FAMSY, I and you 

towards His right path. 

Jazakum Allah Khairan for your patience read-
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    VIC Focus  

Omar Lahham 

There has been a major change to the Shura as 

two of its eight members have resigned.  

FAMSY VICõs Secretary, Dr. Basel Ayoub, and 

the Sistersõ Coordinator, Sr. Dalya Ayoub have 

both decided to make the move to Sydney.  

As hard as it is to farewell these great mem-

bers who have contributed magnificently to the 

organization, their resignation is reality.  

According to the constitution, two members 

were appointed to the Shura council as acting 

Secretary (Sr. Fatoum Souki) and member (Br. 

Raihan Nawawi).  

Both were selected based on their experience in 

management, and their adaptability; qualities 

essential for anyone making such a transition.  

FAMSY welcomes these 

two energetic members, 

and hopes they enjoy their 

term serving the commu-

nity and organization.  

In Shura Two Resign, Two Join  
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 "Whenever I am 

in public, I always 

double think 

about what Iõm 

about to do and 

remember the 

discussions we've 

had as a group" 

Amani Koubar 

Olgaõs Experience Starting a Study Circle  

Sistersõ coordinator words of farewell   

  - What do you feel brings the girls back every week? 

 I think itõs due to a number of reasons. I think there is 

a genuine intrigue and interest to learn about the relig-

ion, especially in regards to issues 

that directly affect them. 

 All the girls that do attend my ha-

laqa go to non-Islamic schools, 

hence their exposure to Islamic 

knowledge is quite limited. The girls 

enjoy opening up and taking part in 

discussing Islamic issues and how it 

relates to their lives.  

Furthermore, there is a sense of 

"belonging" that is cultivated, where 

the girls can all relate to each other 

as going through the same struggles 

in life as young Muslim Australians. 

 - What are your ambitions for your study circle? 

The short-term goal for this Halaqa is to basically moti-

vate the girls towards their faith and help increase their 

Eman.  

This inshallah will help drive the girls towards their own 

self-development and growth in their deen. 

In the Long term, the ultimate goal of the Halaqa is of 

course to gain authentic Islamic knowledge that will be 

applied in their lives, but also for these girls to become 

future leaders and role models for other young girls 

growing up to follow. 

You are a busy woman. What encouraged you to 

be a study circle leader?  

 I was actually approached by a sister a few years 

back to lead a halaqa in my area. She had a 

younger daughter with friends who really wanted to 

take part. 

 Unfortunatley, I actually declined at the time as i 

had subconsciously convinced myself that my 'plate 

was full' with family life and work commitments. A 

few years later, i had a very close brush with death 

with illness, which pretty much totally forced me to 

reassess my lifestyle and short-term/long-term 

goals in life.  

I came to the conclusion that what i deemed 'a full 

plate' previously was more a result of having a 

disorganised life, and being too absorbed in dunya 

type goals and neglecting the more important goals 

towards the afterlife.  

It was at this stage in my life that i was re-

approached to form a  much needed halaqa in the 

area, this time through a FAMSY sister (May Allah 

reward her). 

Although my life had become even more busy than 

previous years, especially having to juggle a new-

born and toddler, i was determined to get involved, 

not only to help other young girls follow the straight 

path, but for my own spiritual development as a 

means to gain reward inshallah. And as they say, 

the rest is history. 

 "The study circle 

adds purity and 

joy to my life." 

Sanabel Ramahi 

  As a number of FAMSY mem-

bers already know; I will be mov-

ing to Sydney with my family at 

the end of September inshaõAllah. 

I have resigned from my role as a 

sisterõs coordinator and member 

in the Shura and was asked to 

write some ôfarewellõ words to 

the sisters in FAMSY. However; I 

really donõt feel ôfarewellõ, rather 

the feeling I have is alhamdulilah 

one of ôcelebrationõ. 

The last two years with FAMSY 

was the most rewarding and edu-

cational period of my life.  

My involvement in the study cir-

cles, BAILP leadership program, 

sistersõ camps, day trips, Confer-

ence, workshops, Qiam nights, 

Fiqh sessions, sistersõ gatherings, 

and the Shura meetings are unfor-

gettable life-learning experiences.  

May Allah reward all those who 

have provided me with this amaz-

ing daõwa journey.  

I gained a great deal of skill, and 

was privileged to meet exceptional 

sisters who I deeply respect, and 

who will always remain close to 

my heart wherever I may be in-

shaõAllah. 

I urge everyone to work on im-

proving our communityõs leader-

ship in the area they are most pas-

sionate about.  

If you do this with sincerity and 

purpose, you will inshaõAllah guar-

antee success.  

My areas of interest have always 

been in personal development, 

youth and leadership within an Islamic 

foundation.  

FAMSY is about all of this. There are 

probably more than 1000 different 

issues that need to be addressed in 

the community. 

I hope that Allah (swt) will bless me 

in Sydney with such supportive, com-

mitted and inspirational sisters as you.  

May Allah (swt) reward you for the 

support and encouragement you have 

provided me; I am deeply appreciative 

for that, and words cannot express 

this enough: jazakom Allah khairan.  

I am looking forward to this new 

phase of my life in Sydney; and I ask 

for Allahõs Forgiveness and for your 

forgiveness. Please donõt forget me 

and my family and the Ummah in your 

duaõa. 

Students in Olgaõs 

study circle in 

Sunshine 

 "Helps me discuss 

any problems or 

situations in my life 

with sisters that may 

or may not have 

previously 

experienced them"  

Elif yilmaz 

Dalya Ayoub 
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The highlight of this workshop surrounded the at-

mosphere that such a simple topic created, the 

amazement and the depth Islam takes into the spiri-

tual and physical essence of wuõdu. 

Likewise, she portrayed the importance of all aspects 

of cleanliness and purity in Islam, which are always 

overlooked, especially in Western society.  

Honestly, the purification in Islam is like no other 

sort of purity, preparation not only for prayer but 

also for the hereafter. 

What was most enjoyable was Sister Amynaõs com-

mitment to her fellow listeners, providing material to 

all who were present, and even going to the length of 

preparing a small quiz to test our attention, and, al-

hamdulilah we all passed. 

It was an honour to be taught by Sister 

Amyna who with such comfort and ease 

explained the beauty and method of 

purity in Islam.  

JazakAllahu Khayr to the organizers, we 

all look forward to more wonderful 

workshops. 

Who wouldõve thought that the time we spend 

and the actions we make during wu'du have a 

means of perfection. 

It is widely known that wu'du symbolises cleanli-

ness and a spiritual preparation for perfection in 

prayer.  

Mirroring the preparation of a soldier before he 

enters battle, his mind and soul enter a fierce 

determination of victory, the Muslim who prays 

is committed to reaching complete salvation. 

FAMSY organised a female only workshop dealing 

with tahara; purity or cleanliness, and the fiqh 

(Jurisprudence) of wu'du.  

Lead by Sister Amyna Vanderdrift, a revert to 

Islam and an amazing leader in the community, 

the session was beneficial, inspiring and 

left all wanting more. 

Sister Amyna covered various misunder-

standings of the aspects of purity and 

displayed a thorough and meaningful 

workshop of the correct method of 

wuõdu.  

Fiqh of Tahara Session Two Beneficial 

Ahmad Huwait Tarbeya Launches First-Class Program 
  As Tarbeyah comes at the heart of 

FAMSY's activities, it was essential for 

the FAMSY Tarbeyah Program to be 

reviewed and developed.  

Although the former program was 

powerful with its contents and the 

study-circles-based system it presents, 

it needed a more structured and for-

mal way of monitoring the progress of 

its participant and the communication 

between them and those who run the 

program. 

Throughout the past year the FAMSY-

VIC Tarbeyah Committee was work-

ing hard on developing the new pro-

gram, which is planned to be applied 

nationally. This became ready by the 

beginning of March 2010, when the 

committee called for a Tarbeyah Ses-

sion to roll-off the program.  

The new program contains a few re-

porting mechanisms that make sure 

the study circle participants communi-

cate their feedback at least once every 

six months to their circle coordinators 

and the Tarbeyah committee.  

At the same time the coordinators will 

be required to evaluate the progress of 

their circle participants as well as the 

performance of the com-

mittee which is responsible 

for their development. 

This kind of communication 

helps for better visibility of 

the progress of the whole 

program and that it suits 

the needs of the partici-

pants. 

One more important feature of the 

program is the entry and exist criteria 

of each stage based on which new par-

ticipants are assigned to the circles that 

suit their level, and get promoted from 

one stage to the other after fulfilling 

the objectives of the current stage.  

This step is very important and a long-

waited feature of the program as it 

guarantees the consistency of the pro-

gram across the country, and makes less 

room for personal judgment. Minimum 

requirements were also specified for 

circle coordinators. 

Worth mentioning here is 

that a lot of the criteria 

mentioned above are prac-

tical ones which help par-

ticipants apply what they 

learn in the circle for the 

betterment of their selves 

and the community. 

The Tarbeyah Committee is very ex-

cited about the new program especially 

with a lot of positive feedback from all 

the people involved in the program.  

Following a smooth application of the 

program in all FAMSY circles lies a big 

challenge for the committee in the com-

ing few months. 

Br. Ahmed leads the Tarbeya committee 

Hiyba AbuZaid 


